Parental representation of children during the first year of life: a longitudinal comparison of mothers' and fathers' responses on Semantic Differential Scales.
The aim of this paper was to investigate parental representation over time using a specially devised Semantic Differential Scale, developed in the context of longitudinal research, carried out during children's first two years of life. 42 parent-couples, during their first experience of parenthood were asked separately to rate the concept of "my child" in specific periods of their child's first year of life. The analysis highlighted the complexity of parental representation of babies.